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back of her mind was that he might then be able to give her a
title and high rank, and by these means facilitate her appearance
at Court and acceptance in Society. Lola longed for the time when
she could force those who now cut her to include her in their social
circle. King Ludwig brought up the question of the proposed
naturalization, but met with opposition from all the authorities.
He carefully inquired into the matter to see whether he was
empowered to carry out such a step himself and found nothing
to prevent him if he had first heard the opinion of the Staatsrat.
Lola Montez in the meantime did nothing to render the
authorities agreeable to the naturalization, and incidents con-
tinued to take place both in private and in public. One day she
and those attached to her were watching some dancing in the
Hotel 'Zum Goldenen Hirscheri. After hostile outcries a regular
fight ensued amongst the guests, some of whom sided for and
others against her. Lola Montez boxed people's ears right and left.
With difficulty she was rescued from the crowd by two Englishmen
and some gendarmes. At four o'clock in the morning she sent a
complaint to the King and at five the King, accompanied by a
doctor and the Chief of Police, appeared at her house.1

Ludwig was well aware of what was being said amongst the
upper classes, and he knew who vociferated most loudly. No
matter who it might be, the King took the first opportunity of
letting that person feel his anger. Such an experience awaited an
Englishman named Bridgeman, a cousin of Lord John Russell, who
had married a Countess Toerring and wished to settle in Munich.
As Lola Montez declared he had insulted her, he received an
order to leave the town within twenty-four hours and the English
Minister had the greatest difficulty in arranging matters amicably.
On 6th February a scene occurred in the open streets when Lola
Montez, who had quite remarkable courage, again boxed some-
body's ears, but then had to seek refuge in her house, which was
surrounded by a shouting, menacing crowd. All this did not hinder
the King in his efforts for her naturalization, which, if it could not
be arranged in any other way, would be granted by the King's
own Royal Favour. At a meeting of the Staatsrat on 8th February
it was stated that it was not even possible to ascertain the lady's
real name, whether she was single or married, Spanish or English,2

1  Graf Bernstorff to Freiherr von Canitz, Munich, 6th February, 1847.  Secret
Prussian State Archives, Dahlem.

2  See Graf Otto von Bray-Steinburg.   Denkwurdigkeiten, Leipzig, 1901, p. 29.